THE   HISTORT   OF   SPIRITUALISM

was in an American farmer's household that it first
developed, and Koons in Ohio, the Eddys in Vermont,
Foss in Massachusetts, and many others, have shown
the same powers.

We may fitly end this short review of the early days
in America by an event where spirit intervention
proved to be of importance in the world's history.
This was the instance of the inspired messages which
determined the action of Abraham Lincoln at the
supreme moment of the Civil War. The facts are
beyond dispute, and are given with the corroborative
evidence in Mrs. Maynard's book on Abraham
Lincoln. Mrs. Maynard's maiden name was Nettie
Colburn, and she was herself the heroine of the
story.

The young lady was a powerful trance medium,
and she visited Washington in the winter of 1862 in
order to see her brother who was in the hospital of the
Federal Army. Mrs. Lincoln, the wife of the Presi-
dent, who was interested in Spiritualism, had a sitting
with Miss Colburn, was enormously impressed by the
result, and sent a carriage next day to bring the
medium to see the President. She describes the
kindly way in which the great man received her in
the parlour of the White House, and mentions the
names of those who were present. She sat down,
passed into the usual trance, and remembered no
more. She continued thus:

For more than an hour I was made to talk to him,
and I learned from my friends afterwards that it was upon
matters that he seemed fully to understand, while they com-
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